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 In Jesus Christ, Superstar, King Herod mocks the bound prisoner who’s brought to his courtyard. 
“So, you are the Christ. You’re the great Jesus Christ!” he sings. “Prove to me that you’re no fool: 
Walk across my swimming pool!” 

 Likewise, the Pharisees demand evidence that Jesus is speaking for God (see Matthew 12:38). It’s 
easy to poke fun at them, but have you ever faced a tough decision and thought, “If only God would 
give me a sign”? 

 Jesus tells the religious teachers about the “sign of Jonah,” a metaphor for his up coming death and 
resurrection. Though it’s meant to be a sign for all, not everyone accepts it as truth. Luke 16:31 notes 
that if the rich man’s brothers weren’t predisposed to listen to Moses and the prophets, then “they will 
not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead” (NIV). Signs are useful only to people who ac-
cept their messages and act accordingly. 

-adapted from The Wired Word 

RESURRECTION FAITH 

 In spring 2020, while Manhattan pastor Timothy Keller was writing a new book about Easter, the 
world—and his world—stopped. The coronavirus pandemic ravaged New York City, and Keller re-
ceived a stage 4 cancer diagnosis. Suddenly the theologian had to confront death head-on and reassess 
his views on eternal life. 

 “I realized I only half-believed I was going to die,” he tells The Christian Post. “In some ways, I 
also only half-believed in the Resurrection—not intellectually so much, but all the way down deep in 
my heart. I realized I needed to have a greater, a deeper faith in the Resurrection, both intellectually and 
mentally.” 

 While undergoing cancer treatments, Keller took a deep dive into historical and scriptural evidence 
for Easter’s main event. He also prayed that the Holy Spirit would make the Resurrection, which can 
seem abstract, real to his heart. 

 Facing your own mortality puts earthly things into clear perspective, says the pastor, and it’s a wake
-up call for Jesus’ followers to act. “The Resurrection means that God has not at all given up on the 
world,” Keller writes in Hope in Times of Fear. “But beyond that, it gives meaning to suffering and 
gives hope that through the suffering will come healing. The Resurrection guarantees that this renewal 
is certain and is also a call for Christians to work now against what is wrong and unjust.” 

 



March 5: Kristi Segar, Kayti 
Beukelman, Kinlee Wolfswin-
kel, Gaby Prins  
March 12: Londa Boogerd, 
Ruth De Jager, Faith Van 
Maanen, Aiden Madsen 
March 19: Danica DeMeester, 

Lynna DeWit, Brody and Marcus Van Voorst. 
March 26: Nikki Hulstein, Alyssa Kuyper, 
Akenna Sandbulte, Sadie Janisch. 
April 2: Ashley Laackmann, Kiley Landman, 
Gabriel Lerma, Alydia Sandbulte. 
April 9: Amy McAlpine, Becky Ochsendorf, 
Tacey Van Kekerix, Makai Gesink 
 

PLEASE find a substitute or trade with some 
one, if you are unable to be in the nursery.  
Please substitute an adult for an adult! 

 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  

 

REFRESHMENT SCHEDULE 
 

 R - serve on Sunday morning; C - each bring 5 doz-
en cookies. 

March 12 - R-Mike Haverhals , Jack Soods-
ma; C– Sarah Nibbelink, Linda Altena, Allison 
Leusink, Shelly Sandbulte, Rachel Terpstra. 
March 19 - R-Tony Rau, Jared Terpstra; C– 
Donna Renes, Sue Noteboom, Sherri 
Wolfswinkel, Glenda Van Meeteren, Cheryl 
Lange. 
March 26—R-John Leusink, Verlyn Van Re-
genmorter; C-Rachel Van Roekel, Sandi Vonk, 
Hannah Smolders, Lin De Jong, Rhonda Leu-
sink. 
April 2—R-Denny De Jong, Jerry Renes; C-
Colleen Bomgaars, Frieda Bartels, Lorna 
Vander Vliet, Mimi Sandbulte, Erica Robert-
son. 
April 9—R-Hans Smolders, Dan Buyert; C-
Eugene Sandbulte, Kaye Kuyper, Teresa 
Sandbulte, Hazel Haverhals, Helen Vande 
Vegte. 
April 16—R-Mitch Banks, Becky Ochsendorf; 
C-Mary Lou Verburg, Carmen Maassen, Carol 
Langstraat, Anita Van Ravenhorst, Doree 
Wolfswinkel. 
 If this schedule does not work for you, 
please switch with someone. 

 Call the church office by 
noon on Monday, to let us know 
who your special music will be.  
If you are unable to have special 
music the scheduled time, please 
try to exchange with someone. 
Special music schedule is for the 

morning worship service. 
 

 Mar.   5 - Jared Terpstra 
 Mar.  12 - Betty Valentine 
 Mar.  19 - Wally Valentine 
 Mar.  26 - Chris Van Essen 
 Apr.     2 - Harold Van Essen 
 Apr.      9 - Nate Van Ginkel 
 Apr.     16 - Barry Van Kekerix 
  
  

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  
 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 
  
 At the February Elder’s Meeting it was their 
joy to receive Addison Terpstra into the com-
municant family of Carmel Reformed Church 
through profession of faith. Addison is the 
daughter of Jared and Rachel Terpstra. Addison 
is a sophomore at Unity Christian High School. 
She is involved with Cheer, Orchestra, Theater, 
Speech, and is Class Officer. One of her favor-
ite classes is art where she can express her crea-
tivity. She is on the Praise Team at Carmel. 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

BAPTISM 
 On February 5, we celebrated the Sacrament 
of Baptism of Archer Henry Vande Vegte, son 
of Austin and Ashley Vande Vegte. Archer was 
born on November 28, 2022.    
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

 

YOUTH SUNDAY 
 

 Sunday, March 12 will be Youth Sunday.  
The Sr. RCYF will lead the morning service 
and the Jr. RCYF will lead the evening service.  
The morning special offering will be for Sr. 
RCYF and the evening offering for Jr. RCYF. 



 NEW ARRIVAL 
 
We rejoice with Keith and 
Brooke Byker on the birth of a 
son, Stetson Wayne Byker, on 

February 11. He weighed 8 lbs.  2oz. and was  
20 inches long.  
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
  

ADDRESS CHANGES 
  

 Glenn and Betty Rozeboom have moved to 
Sioux Center. Their new address is  
  Glenn and Betty Rozeboom 
  Crown Pointe Estate 
  1400 7th Ave SE 
  Sioux Center, IA 51250 
 
 Jo Te Grotenhuis is at Crown Pointe. Her 
address is: 
  Jo Te Grotenhuis 
  1400 7th Ave SE 
  RM 1102 
  Sioux Center, IA 51250 

 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

PIGS –IN– THE-BLANKET 
 
 The last batch of pigs-in-the-blanket were 
made on December 1, so the freezer in the Mo-
ses Room (next to the kitchen) is fully stocked. 

 The pigs are $15.00 a dozen. Please do not 
take the pigs from the freezer if they are not paid 
for. Sign the sheet and place your money in the 

box on the counter. 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

 Our annual Prayer Day 
for Crops and Industry ser-
vice will be held Wednesday, 
March 15, at 7:00 p.m. Join 
us for this special service as 
we gather to ask God’s bless-

ing on our crops and industry for the coming 
year. Carmel members will participate in season 
of prayer. An offering will be received for the 
Christian Care Fund. Mark your calendars! 

UPDATE THE DIRECTORY 
 

 It’s time to update our Car-
mel Church phone directory.  
This year we ask for your coop-
eration in making sure all the in-
formation is correct and up to 
date.  Maybe you’ve moved in 
the last year, or your phone num-

ber is different, or you no longer have a land 
line phone.  Please inform us of these changes.    
You will find a sheet in your mailbox that you 
need to fill out.  Please turn in your infor-
mation and save us a phone call.   When you 
have it filled out, you may put the sheet in the 
box on the Coffee Station.  Please do so by 
March 1.  Everyone’s cooperation would be 
very much appreciated!! 
 If you are a regular attender at Carmel 
Church but not yet a member and would like to 
be included in our directory as a “friend of our 
church”, please pick up a sheet from the Coffee 
Station and fill it out.  If you have any ques-
tions, please contact the church office. 
 

 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  

 
 

ORDER EASTER LILIES 
 

 Would you like to donate an 
Easter Lily/Lilies “in honor of” 
or “in memory of” someone to 
help decorate the church for 
Easter?  Stop by the Coffee Sta-

tion in the Fellowship Hall.  Fill out a slip and 
put it, along with $20 per Lily, in an envelope 
and place it in the box. Make checks payable to 
Carmel Women’s Ministries.   

Deadline to order Lilies is March 8. 
 
 



INSPIRATION HILLS SUMMER CAMP 
 Our theme for the 2023 camp season will 
be “Living Water” from John 7:37-38. “On 
the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus 
stood up and cried out, “If anyone thirst, let 
him come to me and drink. Whoever believes 
in me, as the scripture has said, ‘Out of his 
heart will flow rivers of living water.”  Join us 
this summer as we explore what it means for 
Jesus to be our source of Living Water through 
our various camp options: High school camp, 
Family camp, Wilderness camp, Day camp, 
Lodge camp, Saddle Up, etc.! Registration for 
summer camps open February 1, to register go 
to https://www.inspirationhills.org/summer-
camp/. Carmel Church pays for half of one 
camp registration per child. 

 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

SAVE THE DATE 

  All volunteers involved in our education 
programs are invited to an Appreciation Supper 
on Wednesday, March 22, 6:30 p.m. in the Fel-
lowship Hall.  This includes S.S. teachers, sub-
stitute teachers, officers, music leaders, LFC 
teachers, substitute teachers and Bible Study 
leaders, GEMS and Cadet Counselors, Jr. and 
Sr. RCYF Sponsors, and VBS Directors, along 
with your spouse or guest.  Childcare will be 
provided.  
      A great meal and fun evening has been 
planned for these individuals and we hope you 
can come and enjoy this time as we show our 
appreciation to our education volunteers!! 

ABROAD STUDENTS 

 We have two students studying abroad; 
Ashayla Soodsma is studying in Korea and 
Nyiah Gesink is studying in Northern Ireland. 
Here are their addresses to send notes of en-
couragement. 

Ashayla Soodsma: 
Handong Global University 
Attention: Ashayla Soodsma 
558 Handong Road 
Pohang-so, Geong-Buk 
37544 Republic of Korea  
 

Nyiah Gesink: 
John Brown University: Northern Ireland 
Attention: Nyiah Gesink 
Lakeside Manor 
157 Finaghy Road South 
Belfast, NI BT 10 0DA UK 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

 The Sunday School mission project this 
year is Setting Anchors, a new local non-profit 
who support Foster families.  Your mission 

offerings can help touch the 
lives of these children.  The 
second Sunday of each month 
the S. S. offering goes to the 
mission project.  The Sunday 
School’s goal is to raise 

$3,000.00.  The offerings to date have 
amounted to $2,719.09 

 Deacons Corner — March 
 

Outreach Fund – The Outreach Fund is available to assist Carmel Reformed Church 
members participation in mission projects/trip by providing financial assistance for regis-
tration and travel expenses. This does not include normally scheduled JR/SR youth group 
trips. The fund will reimburse ½ of travel and registration costs up to $500.00 per individu-
al per calendar year. Please contact the Outreach Fund deacon Monty Prins, or one of the 

other deacons for an application form. 
 
Christian Care – The Christian Care Fund is available to assist with financial needs for those who are 
encountering difficult circumstances and are struggling to cover their basic financial needs. Please see 
the Christian Care Fund deacon, Marlin Sandbulte, if you are in need of assistance. 

Adoption Fund – For those considering an adoption please consider inquiring as to whether you will 
qualify for the Carmel Reformed Church Adoption Assistance Fund. This fund makes available up to 
$1,500 to assist active Carmel Reformed Church members with adoption costs. See any deacon for de-
tails and a copy of the application form. All requests will require consistory approval. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 



SR. RCYF TACO SUPPER AND AUC-
TION FUNDRAISER 

 

  The Sr. RCYF will have a Taco Supper and 
Auction Fundraiser on Wednesday, 
March 29.  They will have a Taco 
supper for a freewill donation.  They 
will also have a silent auction of 
items donated by Sr. RCYF mem-
bers.  They will have the auction 
items on display in the Fellowship 
Hall beginning March 19.  You can 

check out the items and make your silent bids on your 
favorite items.  The silent auction will end on March 29.  
So come on out and enjoy some tacos and bid on the 
auction items.   

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  

  CARMEL GEMS 
 
 What does the Lord Require of YOU? 
 To Act Justly, To Love Mercy and to Walk Humbly 
with Our God Micah 6:8 
Has been the GEMS verse since I was in Calvinettes 
when I was in grade school. This year it has been our 
theme verse.  This year we have learned about saying 
“yes” when God puts something in front of you! If you 
see a friend who is sitting alone, say “yes” to going over 
there and be a friend to the lonely! 
 We are blessed to have 31 one GEMS from 2nd-8th 
grade attend Carmel GEMS!    
 The GEMS girls are excited to come on Monday 
nights, seeing the hugs between Counselor and GEM is 
a blessing!  The girls know they are always able to go to 
their Counselor no matter what the situation! 
 This month is our last month of meeting on Monday 
nights.   
 
March 7 -5:30 pm - 7:30 pm Act, Love & Walk - You 
have a Purpose! (Note Date and Time!)    
We are going to have a fun night at Dordt! 
Please bring your GEM to Dordt (REC room by the 
clock tower) If your GEM needs a ride please contact 
Rachel or Kris.  
 
March 20 - 6:30 pm - 8:15 pm Act, Love & Walk - 
You are a World Changer 
 The GEMS are going to meet their Prayer Friend - The 
Prayer Friends have been praying, writing notes of en-
couragement and sometimes a little goodie! 
 
March 26 - GEMS Sunday - We are excited to share 
the joys of Carmel GEMS! 
 
In His Service, Kris Van Voorst - Club Coordinator 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 

  

MARCH 
  
   2 - Mrs. Sara Den Herder 
   The Ron Dieck’s  
   3 - Baylor Sayles 

Mrs. Carol Langstraat 
   The Nate Maassen’s  
   4 - Rachel Wynia 
   Mrs. Dennica Rozeboom 
   6  - Peter Vonk 
   Mason Vander Lugt 
   7 -  Blake Niemeyer 
   Aiden Madsen 
   Karrigan Glade 
   The Glenn Lange’s 
   8 - Mrs. Abby Madsen 
   9  -  Cole Rozeboom 
 10  - Kaylor Kerkaert 
 11 - Mrs. Nikki Van Meeteren 
   Rebecca Hooyer 
   Jared Terpstra 
 12  -  Jaxson Rozeboom 
 13 - Izabella Klein 
   Travis Even 
   Mrs. Jackie Huizenga 
   Randy Vande Vegte 
   Harlan Van Maanen  
 14 - Mrs. Janice Luevano 
 15 - Nyiah Gesink  
 16 - Elliott Landman 

   Kevin Sandbulte 
   Mrs. Fonda Post 
 18 - Lucas Sandbulte 
   Anthony Rau  
   Rod Van Ravenswaay 
 19 - The Rodney Sandbulte’s  
 20 - Mrs. Sue Dorhout 
   Kezden Hofman 
   The Ron Schmith’s 
 21 - Grady Friedrichsen 
   Scott Fischer 
   Herb Remmerde 
 22 - Brian Klarenbeek, Sr. 
   Orlin Oostra 
   Mrs. Jo Dirksen 
 23 - Evan Van Meeteren 
   Charity Hooyer 
   Mrs. Janet Brunsting 
   Tate Van Essen 
 24 - Mrs. Shalee Hofman 
   Warren Post 
   The Hans Smolders’ 
   Sawyer Rozeboom 
   Jamie Van Voorst 
 25 - Samuel McAlpine 
 26 - Mrs. Taylor Punt 
 27 - Mrs. Danita Nellore  
 28 - Sofia Sandbulte 
   Steve Sandbulte  
 30 - Jada Ochsendorf 
 31 - Everly Hulstein 
    

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
CARMEL VBS 

  
 Hear ye, Hear ye! Welcome, Keepers of the Kingdom! 
  
 We are engaged in an epic battle between two spiritual kingdoms for the 
hearts and minds of our youth. Every day, our kids are bombarded with lies 
about who they are and where their salvation comes from. But we are not meant 
to fight this battle alone! God, the ruler of the good kingdom, has given his king-

dom keepers spiritual armor to wear. With this year’s VBS, your kids will learn how they can be part 
of God’s kingdom through salvation in his Son. And they will be equipped with the armor of God as 
they train to become Keepers of the Kingdom who stand strong in the battle for truth! Huzzah! 
 
 Carmel VBS is June 5-9. Registration for Carmel members is open March 19 and for the public on 
April 17. 




