HIGHLIGHTS

CARMEL REFORMED CHURCH
“Can’t Wait For Sunday”

December 2025

CANDLES THAT TELL A STORY

Lighting its candle each Sunday is a treasured tradition during the four weeks of Advent. Depending
on denomination, churches use different color combinations for the candles. Some place four blue can-
dles around the wreath with a white one in the center, while others use all white. Many light purple can-
dles on the first two Sundays, pink on the third, purple again on the fourth, and then a large white can-
dle on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day.

Each part of the wreath carries symbolic meaning:

The Wreath: Its circular shape represents the everlasting love of God, having no beginning
or end. The green symbolizes eternal life.

. The Four Candles: Mark the four weeks of Advent. One tradition says that each candle also
represents 1,000 year, totaling 4,000 years from Adam and Eve to Christ’s birth.

J Purple Candles: in ancient times, was expensive and was considered the color of royalty
and kings. On Christmas, Christ is proclaimed King of Kings. Purple also symbolizes humility and
penitence. The first purple candle represents Hope; the second, Peace; and the final purple candle,
Love.

. Blue Candles: Blue is another color often used as a symbol of royalty. Some churches use
blue candles to symbolize the night sky and the anticipation of the announcement of Christ’s birth.
Blue also symbolizes the beginning of a new creation as in the waters of Gensis 1.

. The Pink Candle: Lit on the third Sunday, it represents Joy and marks the halfway point of
Advent.

. The White Candle: The large white candle in the center is the Christ candle. Its light sym-
bolizes Christ the Savior— “the light of the world.”

The beauty and brightness from the glow of all five candles is a reminder that Christ’s life was the
light for all earth’s people— “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome
it” (John 1:5, NRSV).

The Advent wreath is more than just greenery and candles—it’s a symbol of watchfulness and
growing joy as Christmas draws near.



December 7: Amy McAlpine, Jo
Moget, Karlee Leusink, Brody
Van Voorst

A==k December 14: Jami Sandbulte,
Kristi Segar, Aniya Robertson,
Kierra Wolfswinkel

December 21: Hannah Smolders,
Rachel Van Roekel, Alydia Sandbulte, Hannah
Van Roekel

December 28: Brynn Van Voorst, Edan Bom-
gaars, Josie Bomgaars, Ava Van Roekel

January 4: Kristi Van Voorst, Londa Boogerd,
Marcus Van Voorst, Addie Van Voorst

PLEASE find a substitute or trade with some
one, if you are unable to be in the nursery. Please
substitute an adult for an adult!
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REFRESHMENT SCHEDULE

R - serve on Sunday morning; C - each bring 5 dozen
cookies.

December 7-R— Chad Robertson, Mike
Haverhals

C- Gene Sandbulte, Hazel Haverhals, Lorna
Vander Vliet, Jami Sandbulte, Donna Renes

December 14-R— Jami Sandbulte, Aubrey Van
Kekerix

C- Doree Wolfswinkel, Rachel Terpstra, Misty
Zwart, Kaye Kuyper, Clarice Van Maanen

December 21-R—- Glenda Van Meeteren, Denny
De Jong

C-Rachel Van Roekel, Amy McAlpine, Glenda
Van Meeteren, Carmen Maassen, Amy Roze-
boom

December 28-R— Hans Smolders, Verlyn Van
Regenmorter

C- Rachel Terpstra, Frieda Bartels, Erica Robert-
son, Colleen Bomgaars, Teresa Sandbulte

January 4-R- Dorene Vander Zwaag, Hans
Smolders

C- Helen Vande Vegte, Allison Leusink, Sarah
Nibbelink, Cheryl Lange, Fonda Post

If this schedule does not work with you please
switch with someone.

Call the church office by noon on
Monday, to let us know who your
special music will be. If you are un-
able to have special music the sched-
uled time, please try to exchange
with someone.

Special music schedule is for the
morning worship service.

Dec. 7 - Darwin Post
Dec. 14- Fonda Post
Dec. 21 - Monty Prins
Dec. 28 - Stan Prins
Jan. 4 - Brady Punt

* % % % % %k % % *k % % *

NEW ARRIVAL

We rejoice with Chris and Whitney P
Van Essen on the birth of a son, Jayce . %
Allen, who was born on November 3. @Q

We rejoice with Johnny and Brani-

gan Boogerd on the birth of a son, Grant Michael,
who was born on November 11.
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OFFICE HOLIDAY HOURS

The church office will be closed Wednesday,
December 24, Thursday, December 25, Thursday,
January 1 and Friday, January 2. If you need assis-
tants during these times please call your elder.
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Holiday Schedule
Sunday, December 21, 6:00 p.m.—Sunday School
Christmas Program.

Thursday, December 25, 9:30 a.m.—Christmas
Morning Service



PIGS-IN-THE-BLANKET

The freezer in the Moses Room
(next to the Kitchen) has been stocked
with p1gs-1n -the-blanket. Those yum-
z my pigs will be flying off the shelves.
We will not be making anymore.

Help make pigs
The pigs are $15.00 a dozen.
**Please do not take pigs from the freezer if they are
not paid for. **

Sign the sheet and place your money in the box on the
counter.

k ok ko sk ok ok ok ok ok ok sk ok

SUNDAY SCHOOL
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

Everyone is invited to join us on Sunday, Decem-
ber 21 at 6:00 p.m. for the annual Christmas Program.
The Nursery-8th grade Sunday School kids will be
leading us in worship. They will be sharing speeches
and songs they have been working on for the past sev-
eral weeks. Don’t miss this unforgettable night as the
students help us celebrate Jesus’ birth!

Anyone, Kindergarten-12th grade students, who
would like to play a musical Christmas piece for the
prelude (while everyone is finding their seats) on the
evening of December 21st for the Sunday School
Christmas Program please contact Donna Renes at 712
-578-8851 or dj.renes@gmail.com.

Program Practice Times

The program practice times for the whole group
(preschool-8th grade will be Sunday, December 14
and December 21 during the Sunday School hour.
Please make an effort to have your children attend
those two Sundays school dates.
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OPERATION
CHRISTMAS CHILD

Thank you to all those who packed a shoebox for Oper-
ation Christmas Child. Carmel Church delivered 69 boxes
this year! These gifts of love may be the door God uses to
open a child’s heart to Jesus Christ.

Shoeboxes - )

The Sunday School mission project
this year is Inspiration Hills. Inspiration
Hills has been around for over 50 years,
and it started with the vision and mission
of offering a camp experience to the
youth. There are eight weeks of summer camp in ad-
dition to year-round program events, retreat spaces,
buildings, campgrounds, and hosting groups of all
different sizes. Inspiration Hills focuses its ministry
to glorify God in the work of providing a space for
people to know and grow in Christ. Doing this re-
quires Biblical truth, stewardship of funds and dona-
tions, prayerful support, and a whole lot of fun! The
second Sunday of each month the S. S. offering goes
to the mission project. The offering amount to date is
$1,094.07.
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WOMEN’S LIFE CHRISTMAS EVENT

PIECE & PEACE
CHRISTMAS PUZZLE NIGHT

*n When: Thursday, December 4
e Time: 6:30 p.m.

*. Where: Carmel Store

Bring a Christmas treat to share!

Sign up on social media, calling the church office, or
at the Coffee Station in the Fellowship Hall.
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HOPE HAVEN NEWS

Hope Haven International Ministries: Ever won-
der who we are and what we do? Interested in volun-
teering? We collect, restore, manufacture, ship and
distribute wheelchairs to those in need around the
world. We have many opportunities available for
those who are interested in volunteering. We will be
hosting an Open House on Wednesday, December
17 from 3:00-7:00 p.m. at the Rock Valley Wheel-
chair Ministry Center located at 1800 19th Street.
Enjoy some refreshments and learn more about our
ministry and how you can get involved. We would
love to visit with you!
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(y CARMEL GEMS

(€. The GEMS met 2 times in November!
Sharing what it is like to Stepping Out to
Lead and Stepping Out to Lead Worship! This
group of GEMS loves to worship by praising
God with their voices!

« 2 Carmel GEMS asks for prayers for
Pastor Ron & Karen as they seek to
“Step Out” to seek God’s plan for them.
Karen will be missed greatly, she blessed
Carmel GEMS with leading in worship,
devotions, bible study, and most of all
encouraging and loving each GEM.

T The GEMS packed 12 boxes Operation
Christmas Child! Thank you to those who
made backpacks and helped with cash
donations!

A Check out the new cards that have been
filled in the card rack in the fellowship hall.
The cards have been marked on each item.
The GEMS appreciate your support to
continue to spread the joy of Jesus Christ!
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PARTY!

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3

5:45 PM - 8:00 PM
CARMEL REFORMED CHURCH

Celebrating Jesus Birth!
WEAR SOMETHING FESTIVE!
We will be serving a meal!

WE WILL BE TAKING AN OFFERING
FOR A SPECIAL FAMILY!

WEAR SOMETHING FESTIVE!
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GIFTS FOR A KING

Bring him thy precious things

And lay them at his feet;

The gold of love, the hope that springs
The unknown ways to meet.

Bring him thy lovely things;
The joy that conquers care,
The faith that trusts and sings,
The frankincense of prayer.

Bring him thy bitter things;
The myrrh of grief and fears,
The aching heart that stings
With pain of unshed tears.

These for thy gifts to him;

And for his gifts to thee,

The comfort of his steadfast love,
His tender sympathy.

-Annie Johnson Flint
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BIBLE QUIZ

Who told Mary that her child would be called

“the Son of the Most High”?
A. Zechariah
B. Gabriel
C. Simeon

D. Joseph

Answer: B (See Luke 1:26-32)



Deacons Corner — DECEMBER

Outreach Fund — The Outreach Fund is available to assist Carmel Reformed Church
members participation in mission projects/trip by providing financial assistance for registra-
tion and travel expenses. This does not include normally scheduled JR/SR youth group trips.
The fund will reimburse 2 of travel and registration costs up to $500.00 per individual per
calendar year. Please contact the Outreach Fund deacon James Vanden Brink, or one of the

other deacons for an application form.

Christian Care — The Christian Care Fund is available to assist with financial needs for those who are en-
countering difficult circumstances and are struggling to cover their basic financial needs. Please see the
Christian Care Fund Deacon, Adam Nibbelink and Elder, Dan Fedders if you are in need of assistance.

Adoption Fund — For those considering an adoption please consider inquiring as to whether you will quali-
fy for the Carmel Reformed Church Adoption Assistance Fund. This fund makes available up to $1,500 to
assist active Carmel Reformed Church members with adoption costs. See any deacon for details and a copy
of the application form. All requests will require consistory approval.

Online Giving — Supporting the ministry at Carmel Church is easier than ever with our secure online giving
option. Whether you’re traveling, working, or watching from home, you can give anytime—anywhere.
Simply visit carmelchurch.org and click the “Give” button. You can make a one-time gift or set up recurring
donations in just a few steps. We’re still passing the offering plate on Sundays, so you’re welcome to give in
person if you prefer. Thank you for your continued faithfulness and generosity!

“Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a

cheerful giver.” 2 Corinthians 9:7
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UNHURRED CHRISTMAS

Alliance of Reformed Churches has introduced a
resource designed for both individuals and churches
for the Advent season, Unhurried Christmas. We in-
vite you to join with people from across our family of
churches on a Advent journey as we explore what it
means to rest, wait, anticipate, and hope in the coming
of our Savior. We are grateful to Pastor Cameron
Beidler of Vriesland Reformed Church, who has gen-
erously shared this material with the Alliance of Re-
formed Churches. We hope this resource, in whatever
way you may choose to use it, will be meaningful dur-
ing this year’s Advent season.

We invite you to join us for an Unhurried Christ-
mas daily devotional from December 1-25. Devotion-
als will be delivered to your email each day and offer
you an opportunity to slow down, spend time in the
Word, and draw near to Christ in the midst of a hur-
ried season.

To sign up please go to https://
arc21.churchcenter.com/people/forms/1054881

Pu=z]e!

The Christmas Story

Unscramble each set of letters to form a word from the Christmas
story. One letter in each set doesn't belong. Write each
extra letter below, on the line above the correct number.

Then answer the question: What did we all receive at Christmas?

(1) TGLBEHHEME __ _
(2) NEAGLO

(3) NRMEDAG

(4) ODEKSNY

(5) AMGYR

(6) OHESJIP

(7) EFJSUS

(8) ITEENMSW
(9) SPHHDSREEO
(10) EMCFAL

(11) TLSRA

(12) CSSNUEO
(13) HEVSPE

(14) ENIN
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https://arc21.churchcenter.com/people/forms/1054881
https://arc21.churchcenter.com/people/forms/1054881

17 Attleigh Franken
Rashaylee Soodsma
Matt Smolders
Mrs. Jaci Wynia
Mrs. Mary Lou Verburg
18 Taya Gesink
DECEMBER Treyton Sandbulte
Mrs. Carrie Maassen
The Ken Altena’s
2 Harv Sandbulte 19 Hope Vander Zwaag
3 Mrs. Brooke Byker Megan Punt
Mrs. Nicole Rozeboom Eric Sandbulte
Mrs. Marcella Langstraat 20 - Josh Leusink
4 Emberlynn Franken Mrs. Misty Zwart
Brad Oostra Mrs. Linda Prins
5 Mrs. Carmen Maassen 21 Reagan Maassen
The Alex Koedam’s 22 Mrs. Becky Ochsendorf
The Larry Van Dyke’s Mrs. Sara Sandbulte (Mark)
6 Kyzer De Jager Mrs. Dorene Vander Zwaag
Shanelle Soodsma 23 Mrs. Carole Kleyer
Brad Beukelman 25 Stan Prins
Darwin Post 27 Cobyn Sandbulte
Lloyd De Jong 28 Hezekiah Vanden Brink
7 The Steve Sandbulte’s Cole Bomgaars
The Virgil Houtkooper’s Mrs. Ashley Vande Vegte
8 Zach Woudstra 29 Karlee Leusink
9 - Christina Boogerd 30 - Dylan Moget .
Mrs. LaVonne Van Essen 31 Brayton Van Kekerix
10 Bryce Meendering Glenn Lange
Mrs. Shari Kruid Mike Haverhals
11 Kley Hulstein
12 Levi Smolders
Mrs. Danica DeMeester
Mrs. Amy Rozeboom
Wilbur Van Grootheest
14 Wyatt Leusink
Mrs. Suzanne Den Herder
15 Nova Dibbet
16 Seth Sandbulte
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CHRISTMAS PRAYER: THE TRUE GIFT

Dear Lord,

You have brought us to Christmastime once more. Help us not to get lost in the glitter and
the glow, but to see the true glory of the birth of Your only begotten Son. Keep our hearts from
clinging too tightly to parties, presents and decorations, and turn our eyes instead to Christ—who
bears your very image and brings us Your message of love and hope.

In the glorious name of Christ, we pray. Amen.
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GOOD NEWS TO THE SHEPHERDS

What did the angel of the Lord say to the shepherds?

Directions: Write the first letter of each picture on the lines.

BT 0@

AN

Luke 2:11, NIV
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Christmas Card

treasures

Turn old Christmas cards
into beautiful keepsake
ornaments! It's a fun,
simple way to give new
life to cards you've

% received and add a

Y _handmade touch to
your tree.

What you need:

¢ Christmas cards

¢ Scissors

* Glue

¢ Circle pattern (cut
from cardboard or
trace around object) _

* Hole punch

* Yarn or ribbon  \

e Glitter (optional)

What you do:
1. Trace a circle onto two Christmas cards.
2. Cut out the circles and glue the backs
together.

3. Decorate the edges with glitter or
ribbon for extra sparkle.

4. Punch a hole at the top and thread
yarn or ribbon through to hang.




